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Q. the blooming news

Welcome to our newsletter for November! With the darker nights and temperatures dropping we are all getting our
gardens ready for the winter months and planting bulbs ready for the spring. There is still a lot going on across
Moseley and we hope you enjoy our news this month. As always, if you have a story to share or news about a
forthcoming event then please do let us know. You can send an email to Carol at doctorcarolmiller@gmail.com -
Many thanks, Carol Miller and Kerry Jenkins (Editors).
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MOSELEY CAR PARK BED

The ‘Loo bed’ was first planted up by Moseley in Bloom in 2006, in partnership with Moseley Society and added to
over the years with sustainable planting. It had become very overgrown, was in need of a firm prune and tidy up,
including removing a dead Amelanchier tree and a plan for some new sustainable plants. This has been done in
partnership with Anawim Birmingham's Centre for Women, who have now adopted this bed. For those not familiar
with the ‘Loo’ Bed, it is at the entrance to Moseley Car Park and was so named as it is where Moseley’s public
convenience stood for many years. We took on transforming this rather dull and unloved spot when the old brick-
built loo was removed and replaced with a Superloo, now long gone. We persuaded BCC to create a raised sloping
bed with retaining wall that we planted up. Working Party Part 1 was on Sunday 13th October with a prune, weed
and tidy up by volunteers from Moseley in Bloom and Anawim. Our willing volunteers were Sabreena Mahroof,
Jonathan Smith, Jenny Brewer, Anna Lock, Hannah Johnson, Jennifer and Alison Kirkpatrick. Working Party Part 2
on Tuesday 29th October completed the planting with Hebes, Nana and Grethe in the colours reflecting Anawim’s
logo. Other plants included Skimmia, Prunus, Azalea, Hellebore, Lavender, Rosemary and more with some daffs
and tulip bulbs for spring colour. Thank you to all the lovely volunteers for their hard work - Hannah Johnson,
Alison Kirkpatrick, Jennifer, Emilia Prodanova ,Kate Stocks ,Jenny Brewer, Shireen Budeiri, Anna Locke,
Syameema and Sabreena Mahroof with Tina from the Anawim shop. Tea and chatting were also involved!

Thanks also to Moseley Park and Pool for their gorgeous compost and Castle Nurseries for the lovely plants.

MORE GARDENING WITH ANAWIM

Another joint project has begun between Moseley in Bloom and Anawim, the Birmingham charity providing services
to women who have experienced physical abuse. The project started by regenerating and tidying the existing
garden for women to use at the Anawim Centre. In the future we hope to encourage women to learn planting skills
by growing vegetables and flowers from seeds and learning skills of plant maintenance in the garden. We encourage
all to join in with us and will work indoors in the winter.

Alison Kirkpatrick

0 '@, Find Moseley in Bloom on Facebook and Twitter - @moseleyinbloom and on Instagram - @moseley_in_bloom
and more information is available on our website at https://www.moseleyinbloom.org.uk/ MiB Charity No. 1141664
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MIB AT BIRMINGHAM OPEN SPACES FORUM CONFERENCE

Birmingham Open Spaces Forum (BOSF) held their conference on the 21st September and our Chair Sabreena, accompanied
by Committee members Radley and Fiona were in attendance.

The conference opened with questions to Richard Vink, who has just begun his two year post as interim Head of Parks.
Richard closed the session by outlining his plans both to address the needs of BOSF with available funding and exploration of
options for financial support from the private sector. The ever popular 'Just a Minute' presented an opportunity to hear a
multiplicity of BOSF member projects and speakers included Sport Birmingham, Brandwood Cemetery and Moseley in
Bloom, by Sabreena Mahroof. Then, Dr. Lesley Batty, of Birmingham University's School of Geography, Earth and
Environment Sciences [GEES], spoke on 'Enhancing Community Projects via Educational Partnerships’. Some
undergraduates and postgraduates have placements in BOSF member groups in projects ranging from heath and wellbeing
to reservoir ecology. These community placements have contributed to students' success in finding employment. After lunch
MiB members attended a short Canal and River Trust walk led by Nick Cleaver. Ominous grey skies could not dampen Nick’s's
zeal for Birmingham's canals even though much of his talk was given under the shelter of a bridge. Fiona Kessedjian

CORRECTION
In our last newsletter we erroneously labelled a photograph of Wendy Weston with Sabreena Mahroof. Wendy was, in fact,
with Marcia Hutchinson. Many apologies to Marcia and many thanks for her help at the plant sale.

RESIDENTS’ PLANTING

On Saturday 9 November, Reddings and Amesbury Road
residents planted 200 allium bulbs in less than one hour in the
bed at the junction of their roads. We understand that they also
ate cake! Thank you to those residents.

Are any other roads taking steps to beautify their surroundings?
Please let us know.

COMPOST FOR SALE

A local gardener has about 20 bags of Mr Muck’s horse manure
surplus to requirements. Would like to sell them for £7 a bag. :
Buyers will have to collect. Anyone interested please contact Jill on 07757227481

CLIMATE CHANGE

A capacity crowd gathered at Moseley Exchange on 23 October to hear Trevor Hocking’s presentation for the Moseley
Society,on Climate Change. First he provided very clear graphs with evidence of rising temperatures since the increased
use of fossil fuels in recent years. Then an overview of the effects of climate change explained rising temperatures, rising
sea levels and extreme weather events and their resulting devastation to human and natural life. Although these were
very gloomy messages Trevor went on to describe some of the changes he and Jean have made to their lives in an effort
to reduce consumption of oil and other fossil fuels. These included changing to electric cars, improving insulation of
their home and installing a ground source heat pump and solar panels. He also noted that many organisations exist in
Birmingham and the Midlands working to combat climate change and improve the green environment.These include
Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, Community Energy Birmingham and we were delighted that he mentioned Moseley in
Bloom. Why not join us!

FAVOURITE SPOT IN THE GARDEN

Not every resident in Moseley has a garden - however, we have other
alternative gardens, that we have access to ...Dusan has lived in Moseley for
nearly 30 years now and has always had access to our little pockets of jewel-
like parks, especially during this time of the year as it allows you to be
amongst the most beautiful autumn leaves. Moseley Park & Pool is one of his
favourite spots of a “hidden” pocket in Moseley. Pictured here are the
autumnal trees. One of them being this Maple tree. The colours this year are
spectacular and showing a wondrous palette of yellow, gold, russet, crimson
and scarlet. It's stunningly beautiful and reminds him of why Autumn will
always be his favourite season!

CHRISTMAS WREATH WORKSHOP AND FUNDRAISER

We still have some places available at this event with fabulous florist Katy, of
Bloom Collective, who will be running this wonderful winter workshop, and
who will help you create your own Christmas wreath to take
home. The cost of the workshop is £60, all materials will be .l'j:@
provided alongside some wonderful festive refreshments.

The workshop is taking place on Monday 2nd December in ' -’

Moseley and you can secure your place by contacting Fiona

on WhatsApp 07812568633. You can pay by card via the QR .@1:1‘_51- ﬁ

code or by bank transfer, cheque or cash.




